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PROJECT IDEA FORM 

for Interreg VI-A NEXT Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine Programme


	Participants registered to the Partnership Forum are kindly advised to fill in the following project idea form, and have it to the Partnership Forum, in order to introduce themselves and share with potential project partners their cooperation needs. All project idea forms will be displayed during the Partnership Forum, so that interested participants can contact each other.


	
	What is your project idea?

	
	Which programme priority? 
(please tick):

	SELECTED: Priority 2: A healthy and attractive border region -- Culture

	
	Title of your project idea
	Voices Across Borders: Research and Preservation of the Sacred Heritage of the Church of the Assumption in Spišská Nová Ves

	
	Identified need/problem 
(What does the project aim to address?)
	The Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in Spišská Nová Ves - home to the tallest church tower in Slovakia and the second-largest bell in the country - has not undergone restoration since the 1970s, and has never undergone systematic architectural, historical, or structural research. The parish's main goal is the full-scale restoration of the church and its tower, but without this preparatory documentation, the monument's condition cannot be properly assessed and the restoration cannot be planned - the research is a necessary first step toward that larger goal. Its shared Central European heritage value (linked to architect Imre Steindl, the Rieger organ-building tradition, and the town's Gothic-era Master Konrad bell foundry) also remains unexplored and undocumented. There is currently no cross-border cooperation connecting this monument to comparable heritage sites in neighbouring countries, despite a shared Austro-Hungarian-era cultural and architectural legacy across the border region.

	
	Description of the project idea 
(What will be the positive changes as a result of the project? Who will be directly involved in the project? Who will benefit as a result of the project?)
	The project will carry out essential preparatory research - architectural-historical and art-historical survey, structural assessment, 3D scanning, dendrological assessment, and expert bell assessment. Immediately upon completion of the research, thorough restoration of the church and the tower will begin, guided directly by its findings. In parallel, the project will establish cross-border cooperation with a partner institution to jointly research, document, and promote shared cultural heritage rooted in the common Austro-Hungarian architectural and craft tradition (architecture, organ-building, bell-founding).

Positive changes: a documented, restored, and better-protected national monument; new cross-border professional and institutional ties; shared methodology and knowledge exchange between partner countries; increased visibility of the region's cultural heritage.

Directly involved: the parish and its project coordinator, the cross-border partner institution(s), and the relevant regional heritage authority supervising the research and restoration.

Beneficiaries: the local community, heritage professionals, tourists, and the wider cross-border region through strengthened cultural ties and tourism potential.

	
	Who are you?

	
	Name of your organisation
	Roman Catholic Church, parish Spišská Nová Ves

	
	Country
	Slovakia

	
	Type of organisation
	Non-profit organisation governed by private law

	
	Experience in cross-border, transnational or international cooperation
	None to date - this would be the parish's first cross-border cooperation project.

	
	Contact person (name, telephone, email)
	Mgr. Michal Dirga DiS. art., Project Coordinator - +421 908 348 397 - dirga.michal@gmail.com

	
	Which partner(s) are you looking for?

	
	Country
	Hungary, Romania, and/or Ukraine (open to all three - the region shares a common Austro-Hungarian-era cultural and architectural heritage, so we are open to the strongest thematic fit rather than one specific country)

	
	Type of organisation
	Similar heritage-related institutions - parishes/dioceses, municipalities, heritage authorities, museums, or NGOs active in cultural heritage preservation

	
	What do you expect from your partner? (activities, budget, experience – in the proposed field, in other projects etc.)
	A partner with a comparable heritage monument (ideally with historical architectural, organ-building, or bell-founding links to the Austro-Hungarian era), interest in joint research and knowledge exchange, and willingness to participate in shared documentation, dissemination, or public engagement activities. Spišská Nová Ves was home to the Gothic-era bell foundry of Master Konrad, whose bells survive today across Poland, Hungary, and Romania, giving the parish a genuinely shared cross-border heritage story to build on with any partner in the programme area. Prior EU project experience is welcome but not required.

	
	Do you already have some partner(s)?

	
	Country
	None yet - actively seeking a partner through this Partnership Forum.
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